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tion of Leninakan in front of their newly-acquired Church 


YOU TEACH THE WAY OF GOD 


IN AN HONEST WAY 


Then the Pharisees went away to work 
out between them how to trap him in 
what he said. And they sent their 
disciples to him together with the Hero- 
dians, to say, “Master, we know that you 
are an honest man and teach the way of 
God in an honest way, and that you are 
not afraid of anyone, because a man’s 
rank means nothing to you. Tell us your 
opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay 
taxes to Caesar or not.” But Jesus was 
aware of their malice and replied, “You 
hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for 
me? Let me see the money you pay the 
tax with.” They handed him a denarius 
and he said, “Whose head is this? Whose 
anaitiil “Caesar’s”, they replied. He then 
said to them, “Very well, give back to 
Caesar what belongs to Caesar— and to 
God what belongs to God.” This reply 
took them by surprise, and they left him 
alone and went away. 

Matthew 22:15-22 

The last days in Jerusalem were tur- 
bulent days. The days of preaching 
teaching and healing were over. inere 
were multitudes in Jerusalem that held 
him to be a prophet. But the days in 
Jerusalem were days of confrontation, 
days during which Jesus was faced with 
hostile leaders of the community and of 
the religious establishment. The chief 
Priests, the elders of the people, the 
Pharisees, the Herodians, the scribes of 
the Pharisees, and the Sadducees were 
all hovering over and around him trying 
desperately to trap him with questions 
that potentially could have resulted in ac- 
cusations of a criminal nature in the light 
of Roman and Jewish laws and statutes. 

One such event was what our Scrip- 
ture passage from Matthew 22 describes. 
What struck my attention when I read the 

passage was neither the question that was 
put before Jesus nor the way Jesus, 
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responded to the question but the man- 
ner in which the disciples of the Pharisees 
and some Herodians approached Jesus 
saying, “Master, Teacher, we know that 
you are an honest man and teach the 
way of God in an honest way and that 
you are not afraid of anyone because a 
man’s rank means nothing to you” Scrip- 
ture becomes the Word of God to you 
and me whenever the words read, or 
heard, fulfill what the author of the epis- 
tle to the Hebrews described as the Word 
of God when he wrote these words: “The 
Word of God is something alive and ac- 
tive: it cuts like any double-edged sword 
but more finely; it can slip through the 
place where the soul is divided from the 
spirit, or joins from the marrow; it can 
judge the secret emotions and thoughts. 
No created thing can hide from him; 
everything is uncovered and opened to 
the eyes of the one to whom we must 
give account of ourselves” (4:12-13) 
On the surface the words that Jesus 
heard from the lips of the disciples of the 
Pharisees were nothing but words of trust, 
confidence, admiration and great respect. 
“We know,’ they said, “that you are an 
honest man and teach the way of God 
in an honest way and that you are not 
afraid of anyone because a man’s rank 
means nothing to you” How often similar 
words have slipped through our lips for 
one another and for Jesus in private and 
public encounters. But the Word of God, 
we are reminded, judges the secret emo- 
tions and thoughts. 
There is an interesting variation of this 
event in an early manuscript where we 
read these words: “Teacher, Jesus, we 
know that you are from God. . ” Jesus, 
knowing their thoughts, and being moved 
to indignation, said to them, “Why do you 
call me teacher with your mouth and do 
not hear what I say?” Words often do not 
express our thoughts and emotions. The 
ministry of Jesus revealed how frequently 
he had to expose the discrepancy be- 
tween spoken words and the life that ex- 
pressed those words. There is one thing 
that the temptation in the wilderness did 
to Jesus. Once and for all he was com- 
mitted to a life which the author of John’s 
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Gospel described as follows: “The Word 
was made flesh and lived among us and 
we saw his glory that is his as the only 
Son of the Father full of grace and truth” 
How little the disciples of the Pharisees 
knew who Jesus really was—the words 
they spoke were not what they really 
believed about him. So the great shock 
came and it comes to us again and again 
when reluctantly we are exposed to the 
ugliness of our true selves—what the 
apostle Paul described in Romans as our 
“own irrational ideas and. . . monstrous 
behavior” We “know what God's verdict 
is: that those who behave like this deservé 
to die—and yet they do it and worse en- 
courage others to do the same” (Romans 
1:28 and 32) 

“You teach the way of God in an 
honest way” Teaching the way of God for 
a Jew meant living a life according to 
God's standard. The Psalms, which reflect 
experiences of many devout and faithful 
Jews, abound in references to the Way: 
“O Lord, teach me your way, how to walk 
beside you faithfully and make me single- 
hearted in fearing your name” (86-11) 
The way of God is a way of life. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that the followers of 
Jesus, before they were called Christians, 
were known as the followers of the Way- 
John’s Gospel puts it as follows: “I am the 
way, the truth and the life” (14:6) Apos- 
tle Paul knew quite well that it was not 
enough to live by the spirit, but that we 
should walk by the spirit also. (Galatians 
5:25) The Jerusalem Bible puts this verse 
from Galatians as follows: “The spirit is 
our life, let us be directed by the spirit.” 
“We were buried, therefore, with Him by 
baptism into death so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life” Or as the Jerusalem Bible puts it: “we 
too might live a new life” 

It is far more interesting to discuss the 
issue whether one should pay taxes to the 
State or not. That, however, was not the 
real issue in the mind of Jesus. His con- 
cern for his followers then was and now 
is how the words on our lips and the 
thoughts-in our hearts are expressed in 

(Continued on page 12) 


AMAA PRESIDENT VISITS MIDDLE EAST 


Dr. H. Philip Hovnanian, President of 
the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA), presented to the 
Association’s Board of Directors a report 
on his two-week visit to the Middle East. 

Dr. Hovnanian’s main purpose was to 
represent the AMAA at the meetings of 
the Union of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in the Near East (UAECNE), 
Which took place in Aleppo, Syria, from 
February 24 to 28, 1990. Attending the 
Meetings were 38 delegates, members 
and invited guests. 

Uppermost in the minds of the at 
tendees was the desperate situation of the 
Armenian community in Beirut. Accor- 
ding to Dr. Hovnanian, the situation in 
Beirut, as described by the delegates from 
that unfortunate city, is worse than we 
thought. “Even more than the lack of 
food, water, jobs, money, and the un- 
Precedented shelling of the city,’ writes 
Dr. Hovnanian, “the main tragedy is that 
Our people have lost any hope for peace 
and recovery from the chronic (15 years) 
On-again, off-again alternation of battles 
and truces in the residential areas of 
Beirut, The only thing that keeps Our 
People going is their deep Christian faith, 
which seems to be challenged almost dai- 
ly. Our people are now being subjected 
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Dr. H. Philip Hovnanian with The Rev. Barkev 
Apartian of Aleppo, Syria. 
many Armenians, especially in Lebanon. 
Dr. Hovnanian observed that “at the 
present time Syria is our main hope in 
the Middle East as a base for carrying out 
our outreach and field work. Armenians 
in Syria are still respected as good 
citizens. The Middle East is our second 
Armenia in terms of need. Let us not 
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AMAA RESPONDS TO EMERGENCY SITUATION 
IN LEBANON 


In response to the emergency situation 
in Lebanon, the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA) has, 
since last October, provided more than 
$206,000 to help support Armenian in- 
dividuals, families and institutions strug- 
gling to survive in that war-ravaged coun- 
try. The latest eruption of violent fighting 
between rival Maronite factions has 
devastated the entire city of Beirut. Par- 
ticularly hard hit are the Armenian 
populated areas of Ashrafieh and Bourj- 
Hammoud. In a recent report to the 
AMAA, The Rev. Krikor Youmoushak- 
ian, Executive Secretary of the Union of 
the Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
the Near East (UAECNE), describes con- 
ditions.there as follows: 

“The situation in Beirut is so bad that 
nothing less than the survival of Arme- 
nians—both as individuals and as a 
community—is at stake. As Maronite bat- 
tles Maronite in East Beirut, where most 
Armenians live, everyone suffers. Arme- 
nians, though neutral, are caught in the 
crossfire. There is severe damage to 
Armenian homes, shops, schools and 
churches. Few buildings have escaped 
damage. People huddle in basements to 
escape the shelling and venture out dur- 
ing lulls to look for food and water. Elec- 
tricity and water have been cut off. Food 
is scarce. As the weather becomes 
warmer, the fear of epidemics mounts. 
The number of Armenians who have 
been killed or injured is not yet known, 
but is expected to be significant. The dead 
are buried in nearby open land, as there 
is no way to get to the cemeteries in the 
suburbs. 

“The Christian Medical Center (CMC) 
building in Ashrafieh, used as the East 
Beirut Campus of Haigazian College, 
received a dozen or more direct rocket 
hits and is very badly damaged. Among 
the schools that have suffered damage 
are the Armenian Evangelical Central 
High School, the Guertmenian Armenian 
Evangelical School, the Shamlian-Tatigian 
High School and the Philibosian Arme- 
nian Evangelical School. Also severely 
damaged is the First Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church building in West Beirut. 

“As the bitter fighting continues, the 
plight of the Armenians worsens. Some 


The damaged hall of Haigazian College. 


Armenians have managed to flee to Ain- 
jar where they are now refugees, but most 
are trapped in East Beirut. Their situation 
is desperate and getting worse. Help is 
urgently needed, and needed now? 

Rev. Janbazian stated that “the AMAA 
is committed to the relief of the Armenian 
community in Beirut” It has dedicated all 
of its currently available relief funds, to 
this effort and is actively appealing for ad- 
ditional contributions from its member- 
ship, friends, supporting churches and 
non-Armenian colleague mission organi- 
zations. 

The Rev. Robert Sarkissian, Chairman 
of the AMAA-supported Social Action 
Committee of the UAECNE, who super- 
vises AMAAs Food Coupon and Food 
Parcel Distribution Program in Bourj- 
Hammoud, reports: “We are going 
through an unimaginably difficult and 
dangerous situation. Because of the in- 
cessant and indiscriminate shelling, we 
are living in hellish conditions . . . we can 
live without eleetrieity, fuelior gas, but the 
shortage of food supplies makes it difficult 
to survive? | f 
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The Social Action Committee of the 
UAECNE is one of the active relief agen- 
cies in Beirut through which the AMAA 
provides food and basic relief supplies to 
more than 300 impoverished Armenian 
families in Beirut. 

The AMAAs relief efforts are not new, 
but the needs of our suffering people 
there are now much greater and more 
critical than ever. Those who wish to 
share in the AMAAs ongoing vital relief 
work in Lebanon may use the coupon 
below to send their tax-deductible gifts. 


Armenian Missionary Association 
of America 

140 Forest Avenue 

Paramus, NJ 07652 


Yes, I would like to help our suf- 


fering people in Lebanon. Enclosed 
is my donation in the amount of 
$ 

Name 

Address 
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Children: huddling in cram 


HAIGAZIAN CO 


“We have constant shelling in our area 
of Beirut. We spend the nights in the 
shelters; during the morning hours, when 
the shelling tapers off, we come to the of- 
fice. We have no water, no electricity and 
no telephone. It is mere survival. Some 
fear a new phase of fighting. All schools 
and universities in our area are closed. 

The above extract is from a letter, dated 
April 6, 1990, to the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA) 
from Ms. Wilma Cholakian, Administra- 
tive Dean of Haigazian College. Ms. 
Cholakian continues her report on the 
Precarious situation at the college as 
follows: 

“Heavy shelling broke out on the last 
day of school (January 31). The 
academic program for the first term was 
completed, but final exams could not be 
administered. The shelling of the first two 
weeks inflicted heavy damage 0” the 
Campus. 

“We are fortunate, however, that the 
Armenian Library is intact, and only a few 
Arabic reference books have bee 
destroyed. The labs have suffered minor 
damage. The computer center has recelv- 
ed a direct hit, but the extent of the 
damage has not yet been assessed. 
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The main entrance of 

“Resumption of school would be ill ad- 
vised until some political settlement is 
forged. For one thing, many students, not 
to mention faculty and staff, would be ap- 
prehensive about crossing the multiple 
checkpoints set up by the warring fac- 
tions.” 

The AMAA is a major supporter of 
Haigazian College, considering it a vital 


the CMC building of Haigazian College. 
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element in the survival of the Armenian 
community in Lebanon. The Association, 
working with the Board of Trustees of 
Haigazian College, is prepared to do 
whatever it can to maintain this institu- 
tion as a viable resource of higher educa- 
tion for Armenian youth in the Middle 
East. 


AMAA REPRESENTATIVES VISIT ARMENIA 
TO REVIEW AMAA PROJECTS 


The Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, Ex- 
ecutive Director of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA), 
visited Armenia from March 26 to April 
6, 1990. He was accompanied by The- 
Rev. Rene Leonian, Chairman of the 
“Hope for Armenia” Task Force of the 
Armenian Evangelical community of 
France. The purpose of the visit was to 
review the status of the AMAAs current 
projects and to lay the groundwork for 
future projects. 

Current AMAA projects, according to 
Rev. Janbazian’s repoit on his trip, in- 
cluded the following: 

eThree thousand (3,000) packages of 
food, clothing and personal items 
prepared bythe AMAAs Armenian Ear- 
thquake Orphan Care Committee were 
flown to Yerevan and distributed, with the 
help of the Children’s Fund of Armenia, 
directly to the intended recipients. 

°Two thousand (2,000) Easter 
packages of food and health care items 
prepared by the Armenian Evangelical 
churches of France were distributed to 
needy families in the villages of the 
Ghougasian area. 

eThe first of two mobile medical/ 
psychiatric clinics sent by the AMAA is 
currently a useful adjunct to the First 
Surgical Hospital of Leninakan. It is well 
maintained and is being used both as a 
clinic and operating room. Following 
discussions with officials of the Ministry 
of Public Health, it was decided to base 
the second mobile unit at the Norwegian 
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His Holiness Vazken I consecrating the site of the St. Krikor Lousavorich Cathedral of Yerevan, Armenia. 
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Hospital in Spitak and use it to provide 
health care services in the villages of the 
area. 
°A shipment of 25,300 Bibles in the 
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seminary expects to have about 150 
students next year and needs additional 
instructors. 

eThe AMAA representatives discuss- 
ed with government officials the possibili- 
ty of constructing and equipping a school 
building for about 500 students and a 
small maternity hospital. The “Hope for 
Armenia’ Task Force is exploring various 
options and will submit its recommenda- 
tions to the AMAA Board of Directors. 
Also discussed with government officials 
was the provision of a dental clinic for 
Spitak or one of the outlying villages. 

In the course of their meetings, discus- 
sions and interviews while in Armenia, 


the AMAA representatives attended two 
historic events: The formative meeting of 
the Medical Association of Armenia and 
the consecration of the site of the first 
church to be built in Yerevan since the 
Sovietization of Armenia. Thousands of 
believers attended the ceremony, which 
was officiated by His Holiness Catholicos 
Vazken I. The construction of the church 
will be completed by 2001, when 1,700 
years of Christianity in Armenia will be 
commemorated. 

Rev. Janbazian made the following ob- 
servations about his latest visit to 
Armenia: 

eThe Azerbaijani rail and road 
blockade continues, Most severely af- 
fected is construction work, since building 
materials are not readily transportable by 
air. 

°People are nervous, impatient and 
uncertain..@nly now do they seem to be 
emerging from the shock of the disastrous 
earthquake. 

°Armenian volunteer “border guards” 
are visible everywhere. There is a general 


feeling that Moscow is tolerating, if not in- 
stigating, border clashes for its own 
reasons. 

°Karabagh remains isolated. Food, fuel 
and other supplies have to be airlifted 
from Yerevan. The Armenian govern- 
ment and people are making sacrificial ef- 
forts to sustain their communities there. 

¢Moscow’s policies of “glasnost” and 
“perestroika” have resulted in the creation 
of countless political and social 
movements and organizations. New 
organizations emerge daily, and there is 
a visible lack of unity. People are looking 
for leadership, but no one person or 
movement seems capable of leading. 

©The rapid growth of cults and sects, 
such as Mormons, Seventh Day Adven- 
tists, Hari Krishna and Transcendental 
Meditation groups, is a dangerous 
development threatening the foundation 
of the nation. “Armenians everywhere 
should join hands to counter these 
elements. Our people are being robbed 
of their Christian faith. We must act 
quickly and decisively both by providing 


strong Christian ministries to our people 
and by putting pressure on government 
authorities to ban these non-Christian 
and devisive movements” noted Rev. 
Janbazian in his report. 

eThere is an unimaginable thirst in 
Armenia for Bibles and Christian 
literature. After 70 years of tolerating of- 
ficial atheism, people seem to realize their 
spiritual impoverishment and are anxious 
to learn more about Jesus and 
Christianity. 

Rev. Janbazian concludes his report on 
his latest visit to Armenia as follows: “For 
more than 70 years we lacked the oppor- 
tunity and were deprived of the privilege 
of fulfilling the AMAA’s mission in 
Armenia. God has now presented us with 
the opportunity to rediscover that mission 
and to fulfill it through the possibilities and 
resources He has entrusted to us. Let us 
pray that He will bless us with wisdom 
and a deep sense of our calling, so that 
we can act as good stewards of our op- 
portunities and prove worthy custodians 
of the missionary vision of our founders.” 


CELEBRATING LIFE IN ARMENIA 


Easter, for Christians around the world, . 


is a time for celebrating life—and the 
power of Jesus Christ over death. Yet that 
same celebration takes a decidedly dif- 
ferent tone when those involved have 
recently endured disaster, death and 
dislocation, as have the people of 
Armenia over the past two years. On 
Easter Sunday, April 15, 1990, three 
tepresentatives of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA), 
headquartered in Paramus, NJ, arrived at 
the capital city of Yerevan to help 
distribute 3,000 Easter gifts to those un- 
fortunate victims of the 1988 earthquake, 
the orphans of Armenia. The delegation 
consisted of The Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian 
of San Francisco, CA; Mr, Aram Garabe- 
dian of Fresno, CA; and Mr. Dikran 
Youmshakian of New Milford, NJ, who 
is also the Office Coordinator of the 
AMAA. 

Volunteers and members of AMAAs 
Armenian Earthquake Orphan Care 
Committee, under the capable supervi- 
sion and participation of Mrs. Michele 
Simourian, Co-Chairperson of the Com- 
mittee, and Mrs. M.J. Hekemian, 


Unloading AMAA’s Easter gift packages in Yerevan by the volunteers of the Childrens Fund 
of Armenia, 


member of the Committee, prepared the 
Easter parcels, which contained as dried 
foods, clothing, school supplies, personal 
care items and a pictorial booklet about 


the meaning of Easter. Most of these 
items were generously donated by a 
number of business organizations in the 
United States. 
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There are approximately 6,000 
children in Armenia who have lost one 
Or both parents in the earthquake. To 
Armenia’s credit, no orphanages were 
Needed because relatives and, in some 
Cases, friends, took all of these children 
into their homes. The AMAA Easter 
Gifts, transported on a United Armenian 
Fund cargo flight, represented sincere ex- 
Pressions of love and support from Arme- 
nian Evangelicals in North America. The 
gifts were graciously and gratefully receiv- 
ed by the orphans and their host families 
in Leninakan, Akhourian, Garnoud, 
Spitak, Stepanavan and Kirovakan. The 
remaining packages were entrusted to the 
Children’s Fund of Armenia, which is ee 
tively concerned with the welfare of al 
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at the arrival of visitors from America. 
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v. Nishan Bakalian distributing packages to orphans in Spitak. 


the million and a half Armenian martyrs. 

The AMAA delegation completed its 
mission of compassion and encourage- 
ment, but the relief and development 
projects of the AMAA (as well as other 
Armenian organizations) continue. A 
wind turbine for producing electricity is 
awaiting shipment to Armenia, as are 
wind-powered pumps. Brick making 
machines and mobile medical/psychiatric 
clinics already are in operation. Plans are 
underway to organize summer camps for 
children and youth, and to aid in the 
building of nursery schools and a 
children’s hospital. All of these are made 
possible through the generosity of con- 
cerned individuals, churches and organi- 
zations. 

Despite the hostility endured by 
Armenia from all sides, her people are 
struggling to stand on their own feet and 
take responsibility for their own future. 
This was demonsirated by the peaceful 
protests in April which shut down 
Yerevan's plastic plant, preventing it from 
spewing out more of its toxic wastes. With 
the firm will of Armenia and the con- 
tinued goodwill of other nations, before 
long there will indeed be cause to 
celebrate the rebirth and rejuvenation of 


Armenia. 
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Orphans of the Spitak area gathered together for an AMAA-organized Easter party. 


AMAA STRIVES TO MEET DEMAND FOR 
BIBLES IN ARMENIA 


“Bibles for Armenia” program. 

One thousand dollars ($1,000) will 
provide for the printing and delivery of 
200 copies of the paraphrased Gospel 
story of Jesus. 

Five hundred dollars ($500) will pro- 
vide for the printing and delivery of 220 
children’s Bibles. 

Four hundred dollars ($400) will pro- 
vide for the printing and delivery of 50 
Evangelical hymnals. 

Three hundred dollars ($300) will pro- 
vide for the printing and delivery of 100 
Christian calendars. 

The opportunity is here! We do not 
know how long it will last. We must act 
now and show ourselves as wise and 
faithful stewards of the opportunities 
presented to us by God. 
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Two years ago the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA) 
un response to the Soviet Union’s 
glasnost” policy, initiated a “Bibles for 
Armenia’ program. Since then, the 
Association has arranged for the design 
translation, printing and shipping es 
Armenia of over 150,000 Pieces of Chris- 
tian literature; these include Bibles, New 
Testaments, selected Bible stories and 
verses, hymnals and calendars. All this 
was made possible through the support 
of AMAA members and friends, Arme- 
nian Evangelical churches and, in par- 
ticular, the International Bible Society of 
Colorado Springs, CO, which under- 
wrote half the cost of printing 25,000 
Bibles. | 

Today, the demand for Bibles in 

Armenia is stronger than ever. Current 
AMAA efforts to meet this demand in- 
clude the following; 

°Fifty thousand (50,000) children’s 

Bibles are being printed in Sweden. 

°A paraphrased story of Jesus is be- 

ing translated into the Eastern Armenian 
dialect. One hundred thousand 

(100,000) copies will be printed for 
distribution to schools in Armenia. 

°Fifteen thousand (15,000) Christian 
calendars for 1991, with colored illustra- 
tions and Biblical verses. 

©One thousand (1,000) copies of the 
official hymnal of the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal churches of the Near East. 

The AMAA has also received authori- 
zation from officials in Soviet Armenia to 
supply Bibles for religious courses to be 
included in the public school curriculum. 


this is an exciting and historic opportuni- 
ty to introduce Christian awareness into 
the lives of the younger generation in 
Armenia. 

The cost of the AMAAs current “Bibles 
for Armenia” project will exceed 
$400,000, a large amount for an organi- 
zation that already has heavy com- 
mitments to provide relief for Armenians 
suffering from the murderous warfare in 
Lebanon, the aftermath of the 1988 
earthquake and the violence being 
perpetrated against Armenians by the 
‘Azerbaijani Turks. Nonetheless, these 
needs must be met and the means must 
be found. 

We hope and pray that our members 
and friends will help us meet the spiritual 
needs in Armenia by supporting our 


WILL YOU HELP? 
Your gifts will help to meet the challenge of sending more Bibles to 


Armenia. Please fill in the coupon below and mail it today. 1 


Armenian Missionary Association of America, Imc. \ 


140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


Yes. I want to share in the “Bibles for Armenia” project. 
Enclosed is my gift of $ 
Name : 


Address a a 
City & SS 


Make checks payable to AMAA. All gifts are tax deductible. 


AMAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEET 
IN LOS ANGELES 


On April 28, 1990, the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion of America (AMAA) met in Los 
Angeles, CA, at the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Hollywood. The 
building housing the church had been 
Purchased by the AMAA two years ago 
to serve the needs of the expanding 
Armenian Evangelical community in the 
Los Angeles area. The meeting, chaired 
by Dr. H. Philip Hovnanian, President of 
the Association, included a good 
representation of Board members from 
the East Coast. 

Dominating the discussions were three 
important issues: how to help Armenia, 
the situation in Lebanon and the needs 
of the thousands of new Armenian im- 
migrants in the United States, especially 
in southern California. 

The report of the Executive Director 
describing his latest trip to Armenia serv" 
ed as a basis for discussing help for 
Armenia. It was generally felt that the 
preferred form of assistance were projects 
that would become self-sustaining 2n 
benefit many people. The Hope for 
Armenia Task Force was charged with 
studying the recommendations of the 
Board and, in view of the AMAAs 
capabilities, establishing priorities. 

The Board reaffirmed its commitme" 
to support the Armenian community iD 
war-ravaged Beirut. Armenians in that ci- 
ty, along with other civilians, are In a 
desperate and dangerous situation. The 
Board pledged to continue aid to Arme- 
nian families and institutions 2s long as 
the need is there. 

In the case of Haigazian College, 
Board members met with the Board of 
Trustees of the College to assess the situa- 
tion and find means to cope with the 
fighting and destruction taking place in 
East Beirut. 

The Board received reports of Home 
Mission projects designed to help recent 
Armenian immigrants. These include the 
Armenian Evangelical Social Satvic’ 
Center, the Merdinian School, Christian 
TV programs in Armenian, etc. The 
AMAA will continue its policy of sue 
ting these and other missions dies 
toward helping immigrants cope with is 
adjust to their new environment in 
United States. 


tment 


Above: AMAA 
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The meeting provided Board members 
from the East and West coasts with an 
opportunity for fellowship and getting to 
know each other better as they work for 
a common goal. In conjunction with the 
Board meeting, there was a full weekend 
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Board of Directors and Trustees of Haigazian College. Belo 
han Care Committee. 


w: Members of 


of scheduled meetings of other groups, 
such as the Joint Home Missions Com- 
mittee and the Armenian Earthquake Or- 
phan Care Committee, that focused on 
issues and problems in specific AMAA 


ministries. 


Augtintic pud fit 
.°U.4U,U Urbs UV. Nhehhv 


Jaughterhouse 

Styfpup The S$ 

buss Spempunnay Lbutt wba Spungupsl 
iis uy nef bepykp be bpphpe polpurgpeekyod 

Yuruhund shang ap pp terre fafee ihe b bntikts uugfi’ —— Province-f * e ieee inp ip’ ede Ard 

wupdunpikp: Lury Smee OHL Te 5 1 he 6 prs Fup — Swinkguie 2 ae a wth pone op fish g (H 
meth Sumrch be dung ub #- 1500) 

pupduds bp dus ws g usstfs ts dar Pros yas rey nuwiq— UFf-aqe e nilipns fppdunnr fiw: " bh Lg 

kre uippelip ght mip pets Punphy butiky np fhp — Qunmuqeie? EE hurts Shy nephe eee” 0 

Purnupacfebik: Nepusfuuyfr ne grep lg SCL ee - Ted Tad eh dpb dunerfe 7 anpustipra pap dpopes 

inp ubpaciigng apts gk apf sss sear og fr erress sss pte k Susuinuinky aan fs Ufusg bury Yusug— 

IL, oe 
preftbuts: Uyu Puyprg pls SEY upust gly ene ae Wh: ite neanfinputp— Pile p Lphbpbpne dbs pus pisb— 
Wik, be Lye 
Paras pus lusts faeuumhgaefefe 


THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S VISIT TO 
SWEDEN AND BELGIUM 


The Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, Ex- 
ecutive Director of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA), 
took the opportunity, on his way back 
from Armenia last April, to visit Sweden 
and Belgium. 


In Stockholm, Rev. Janbazian met with 
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at a cost of U.S. $2.20 per copy, including 
delivery to Armenia. 
Rev. Janbazian also went to 


L out {7 
6 ki wintp, 7F gnfuigred wy frunfa uns 
pus aa 
Holsbybrunn to meet with Mr. Ronald 


Nelsson, Director of Erikshjalpen, a 
Swedish missionary organization with a 
worldwide outreach. The group has, 
since the 1988 earthquake in Armenia, 
built houses in Ghougasian and a nursery 
school in Artik; they are currently building 
a children’s and youth activity center in 
Leninakan. They transport construction 
materials to Armenia by truck and use 
volunteer workers from Sweden. Mr. 
Nelsson expressed a willingness to 
cooperate with the AMAA on joint pro- 
jects, an opportunity that Rev. Janbazian 
feels should be seriously considered by 
the AMAA as it prepares the second 
phase of its Armenia Relief program. 

One cannot help but be impressed, by 
the work that Sweden, a relatively small 
country, has done and continues to do 
to help the earthquake survivors in 
Armenia. 

Rev. Janbazian also visited Brussels, 
Belgium, to meet with the newly organiz- 
ed Armenian Evangelical Fellowship 
group and its spiritual leader, Mr. Sarkis 
Pasaoglu. A Sunday evening prayer 
meeting drew about 50 people, including 
a dozen or so children. 


Rev. Janbazian also attended a get 
together at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Haig Arslanian of Brussels. He briefed 
guests on the AMAAs relief efforts in 
Armenia and elsewhere and received 
several donations and pledges of finan- 
cial support. 
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Evangelical fellowship of Brussels. 
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OBITUARIES 


JOAN ANITA HOVNANIAN 


hatin, ln dnd 


Joan Anita Hovnanian, 35, Passed away 
March 23 at the Columbia Presbyterian Hos- 
Pital in Manhattan after a very short illness. 

Fur@fal services were held at Williams 
Funeral Home at Broadway and 232nd Street 
with Rev. Dr. Levon Tavitian, pastor of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of New York 
officiating, 

Death suddenly came to Miss Hovnanian 
as she was Preparing to become a bride on 
July 1. Her untimely passing is mourned by 
a large community of friends and relatives 
both here and in several other states. She had 
left the house in Riverdale, NY on the morn- 
ing of Saturday, March 10, 1990, to purchase 
tickets for her planned trip to Arizona. She col- 
lapsed with a heart seizure and remained in 
acoma until she passed away two weeks later. 

The late Miss Hovnanian displayed an 
Outgoing nature and tender loving care 
towards others. These characteristics had been 
her trademark throughout her short life. She 
used her talents most effectively as a teacher 
in the eee Board of Education system, 
especially in her work wi i i 
a cae k with multiple handicap- 

Ms. Hovnanian graduated from Northport 
High School and Wilson Tech on Long Island 
She also attended Lehman College in the 
Bronx. 

Surviving her are her father, Dr. Hrair Philip 
Hovnanian, president of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA) and 
Moderator of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of New York, with whom she made 
her home; by her mother, Siran Norian Bir- 
bas; and her brother, John Hovnanian, and 
by her sister, Janice Moore. 

In lieu of flowers, gifts may be sent to the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of New York, 
152 E. 34th Street, New York, NY 10016 or 
to the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, 140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, NJ 


07652. 


MRS. ROSE DAGDIGIAN 

Mrs. Rose Dagdigian was called home on 
December 8, 1989, at the ripe age of 88. On 
the evening of the wake, held two days later, 
a brief service was held. Mr. Richard 
Dagdigian, Rose’s son, Rev. Barkev Darakjian, 
pastor of Armenian Congregational Church 
of Chicago, IL, and Mrs. Anayis Kasper, presi- 
dent of the church’s Ladies’ Aid Society, 
presented eulogies testifying to Rose’s Chris- 
tian faith, faithfulness to and love of her church 
and to the unique traits of her personality, 
such as dedication, perseverance, content- 
ment, thoughtfulness and a sense of 
independence. 

Vartanoush Rose was born in Kharpert in 
1901. She lost her father in the course of the 
barbaric Turkish massacre of Armenians in 
1915 and was one of the many parentless 
children brought up in orphanages. God was 
good to Rose when, through the help of an 
uncle, she was brought to the United States 
in 1926. In 1937 she married Khoren 
Dagdigian and settled in Chicago, where they 
were active members of the Armenian Con- 
gregational Church. When Khoren died in 
1956, Rose was left the task of raising their 
two sons, Kenneth and Richard, on her own, 
a task she accomplished with love and hard 
work. During her later years in this world, 
Rose enjoyed the loving care of her son, 
Richard, her daughter-in-law, Shoushig, and 
her two lovely grandchildren, Lisa and Steve. 

May God bless the sweet memory of Rose 
for her loved ones and friends. In accordance 
with the wishes of Rose's children, donations 
to Rose's memory are directed to the Arme- 
nian Orphans Fund of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA). 


VAROUJAN VARTANIAN 

Varoujan Vartanian, who died on April 11, 
1990, is remembered in the following tributes 
by his daughter, his physician and his pastor: 

Varoujan Vartanian was born on March 7, 
1933, in Lattakia, Syria, the oldest of four 
children born to Joseph and Sion Vartanian. 
He attended the American School in Lattakia, 
Aleppo College and the American Universi- 
ty of Beirut, specializing in medical technology. 

Varouj loved music; he had a vibrant bass 
voice and enjoyed playing the violin. He met 
his future wife, Juliette Ishkhanian, in 1951, 
when both were members of the Aleppo Col- 
lege Glee Club. Varouj and Juliette came to 
Chicago, IL, in 1958, and were married in that 
city. 

Varoujs and Juliette’s love and talent for 
cooking and entertaining led them, in 1963, 
to open the first Armenian restaurant in 
Chicago. Five years later they relocated their 
restaurant, the Casbah, and devoted long 
hours and hard work to making the enterprise 
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Varoujan Vartanian 
a success. 

As an adult, Varouj had health problems: 
By 1970 both of his kidneys had failed. After 
spending two years on a thrice-weekly dialysis 
machine, Varouj was the recipient of 2 
transplanted kidney. 

Varouj and Juliette raised four children— 
Tamara, Leila, Joey and Ara—and played 4 
large part in the nurturing of their two grand 
children, Rami and Lara. Varouj’s videotapes 
of his family will serve as loving memories ° 
this happy and courageous man. 

—Tamara Jabbout 


As the soul of our friend Varouj approach- 
ed the Pearly Gates, St. Peter leafed through 
his list of admissions and, not finding Varouj$ 
name, said to him, “Go away. Your name iS 
not on this list” Varouj stubbornly refused, 
arguing that there must be some mistake. St- 
Peter consulted with St. Michael the Archangel 
and addressed Varouj once more, “You aré 
right, but you are here much earlier than ex- 
pected. Who Was Your Doctor?!” 

Our dear friend lived on borrowed time; 
with a transplanted kidney, for the past 17 
years. Varouj constantly reminded me how 
fortunate I was to have such an intellgent pa- 
tient. True, Varouj knew much about his own 
health problems and about medicine in 
general. He was one of a kind, living life to 
its fullest despite ill health, always ready to ex- 
tend a helping hand to others. He was honest, 
independent-minded and always spoke with 
the courage of his convictions. This is how we 
should remember him. May God have mer- 


cy on his soul! 
—Dr. Steven D. Grujic 


It was hard for me, as Varoujan Vartanian's 
pastor, to lose him so suddenly after know- 
ing who and-what_he was. I had come to 
know Varouj not only as his pastor but also 
as a friend with whom I could openly and 


trustfully talk about any subject. 

Varouj was a caring and loving person, 
hospitable and incurably friendly. He counsel- 
ed many distraught and frustrated people. He 
helped many young immigrants and students 
earn their living while studying to become doc- 
tors, lawyers and other professionals. Through 
his restaurant he became known as an am- 
bassador of Armenian cuisine, of which he 
was very knowledgeable. 

Among the hundreds of mourners attend- 
ing Varoujs funeral service was Mr. Robert 
Hekemian who, as representative of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), participated in the reading of 
eulogies. May God bless the memory of 
Varouj for his loving family, his relatives and 


his many friends. 
—Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian 


DR. ALBERT H. MOURADIAN 


Dr. Albert H. Mouradian died at his Florida 
home on October 30, 1989. He was born in 
Aintab, Turkey, on December 7, 1901—the 
oldest son of Professor Haroutun and Maniar 
(Koumrian) Mouradian. In 1920 the bee 
migrated to the US. and settled in Brook yas 
NY. Upon completion of his liberal arts cage 
tion at Columbia University, he entered t : 
University’s College of Physicians an 

Surgeons, graduating in 1930. via 

After some years of general practice in 
upstate New York, he and his wife, cad ee 
Borden, a registered nurse, operated a Eile 
hospital in Canajoharie, NY, In 1940 he mo 
ed to Florida, where for many years Ree 
ducted a practice in family medicine ane = 
dominal surgery. He served as a Cee if 
the U.S. Army Medical Corps from 19 
1944. 

He was a member of the 
Association and the Dade Cou en 
Society for more than 45 years. He ae vn 
a Fellow of the American Society os 
dominal Surgeons and a Fellow of pet ‘ 
national Academy of Proctology. He had bee 
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on the staff of Mercy Hospital and Jackson 
Memorial Hospital in Miami. 

He was a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee that founded the St. John the Baptist 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami. He also 
served as President of the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union, Miami Chapter, in 1948. 

His wife predeceased him in 1963. He is 
survived by a brother, Henry H. Mouradian, 
D.DS., of Ticonderoga, NY: a sister, Grace B. 
Kilarjian of Freeport, NY; and six nephews and 
nieces. 

Memorial donations may be made to the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), 140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, Nd, 


07652. 


NIGOGHOS KNAIAN 

Mr. Nigoghos Knaian of Watertown, MA, 
passed away on March 1, 1990. Funeral ser- 
vices were held at the First Armenian Church 
in Belmont, MA. Nigoghos is survived by his 
widow, Armenouhi (Ouzounian) Knaian; his 
two children, Anahid Krikorian of Watertown, 
MA, and Armen Knaian of Newton, MA; five 
grandsons, Gregory, David, Michael, Ara and 
Christopher; a brother, Albert Knaian of Ohio; 
and a sister, Yeghsa Kaprielian of Chelsea, 
MA. 

In remembrance of Nigoghos’s many years 
of supporting the ministries of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America (AMAA), 
the family has requested that in lieu of flowers, 
donations be made to the AMAA. 


PAILOUN nO 2 : 

s, Pailoun Sarounie passed away ° 
et 7, 1990. Pailoun was born in Turkey, 
exiled during the massacres and in 1922 came 
to New York City by way of Beirut, Lebanon. 
She graduated from Wesleyan Peis in 
West Virginia and later married an 
Sarounie, a fellow refugee aes |! a 
of their married life was spent in Woodside, 
Long Island. Her husband, and oe ee 
daughters, Clara Herr and Helen Hoy, 4 
predeceased her. Pailoun’s last few ae wer 
spent at the Wiley Christian Retirement rome 
in Marlton, Nd. She is survived by a nephew, 

Mr. George Garmirian of Swathmore, PA. 
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Boukalis, Peter 
Melbourn Beach, FL 
**Chakerian, Samuel 
Santa Maria, CA 


Oct. 30, 1989 


Dec. 16, 1989 


i) 


Derderian, Haig 
March 6, 1990 


Utica, MI 
Cooper, Walter 
Fresno, CA March 17, 1990 
Simidian, Thelma 
Glenmont, NY March 20, 1990 
Michigian, Armenoohi 
Fresno, CA March 20, 1990 
*Barsamian, Eddie 
Fresno, CA March 20, 1990 
*Hovnanian, Joan 
Bronx, NY March 23, 1990 
*Varbedian, Azniv 
Detroit, MI March 26, 1990 
*Azadian, Olivia 
Cincinnati, OH March 28, 1990 
Soghmonian, Mary 
Risil G CA March 28, 1990 


*Oflazian, Margarid 
Los Angeles, CA 
Tashjian, Vache 


March 30, 1990 


Upland, CA April 8, 1990 
Bayern mer 10, 18 
ar aaa April 11, 1990 
"oes CRaik April 15, 1990 
rane es April 15, 1990 
ene Fa April 17, 1990 
heat aE, April 25, 1990 


Gessarents, Rev. Armenag 


Montelimar, France April 26, 1990 
**Miller, Anna 
sa aaa MA May 1, 1990 
Pushman, Arsen 
New York, NY May 4, 1990 
*Keshishian, Takouhi 
Oakland, CA May 4, 1990 
* Davidian, Helen 
Bronx, NY May 5, 1990 
*Guekguezian, Elmasd 
New York, NY May 6, 1990 
*Gagosian, Nora 
Fresno, CA May 13, 1990 
* Barsumian, Edward 
New Haven, CT May 15, 1990 
*Roubian, Hrair 
Long Island, NY May 20, 1990 


* Cholakian, Yeranoohi 
Aleppo, Syria 

*Kenyon, Rosemary 
Bradenton, FL 

*Serimian, Katchadour 
Vaucluse, France 


Feb. 14, 1990 


*Memorials were designated for 


AMAA. 
**Bequest Assigned. 


GIVING AND 
RECEIVING 


More and more people are lear- 
ning how to take advantage of the 
Charitable Remainder Unitrust 
(CRUT) for their estate planning. 

Contributions to a charity, 
such as the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America 
(AMAA), has a triple advantage: 


1. You get a tax deduction for 
a charitable donation. 


2. Your assets that have ap- 
preciated in value escape the 
capital gains tax: 


3. You can receive 5% or more 
of the CRUT’s value each year for 
the rest of your life or, if you 
wish, for a fixed number of years; 
this income can flow to you or to 
any other person you choose. 


A CRUT may be funded with 
cash, stocks, bonds, real estate, 
a business or any other asset. 

If you wish to learn more about 
CRUT’s and how they may apply 
to your personal situation, please 
call or write to: 


ARMENIAN MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 

Tel (201) 265-2607 


SUGGESTED LANGUAGE FOR BEQUESTS 


We are sometimes asked, “How can | include the Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion of America (AMAA) in my Will?” Some of the ways in which the AMAA can 
be included in your estate planning are listed below. In these examples, per- 
centages may be substituted for dollar figures. 


GENERAL BEQUEST 

“| give and bequeath to the Armenian Missionary Association of America, 
Inc. (AMAA), headquartered at 140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, NJ, the sum of 
$___ (and/or the securities or other property described herein, namely, 
——_____) to be used for the general work of the Association as directed by 
the Board of Directors of the AMAA.” 


RESIDUARY BEQUEST 

“The rest, residue and remainder of my estate, both real and personal, 
wherever situated, | give, devise and bequeath to the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, Inc. (AMAA), headquartered at 140 Forest Avenue, 
Paramus, NJ, to be used for the general work of the Association as directed 
by the Board of Directors of the AMAA.” 


DESIGNATED BEQUEST 
“I give and bequeath to the Armenian Missionary Association of America, 
Inc. (AMAA), headquartered at 140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, NJ, the sum of 


. $_______(andi/or the securities or other property described herein, namely, 


—____) to be invested or reinvested at its discretion and the income only 
therefrom may be used for the purpose of 3 


Return this form to: Rev. Moses B. Janbazian, Executive Director 


Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc. 
140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, NJ 07652 


____| have included AMAA in my Will. 
___| plan to include AMAA in my Will. 
| would like more information. 


Name: 

Address: 
City G State Zip 
Phone: ( ) 
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Armenian Missionary Association of America 


140 Forest Avenue 
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